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Moving cutting-edge university research out of the lab and into the market to benefit society


[bookmark: _GoBack]Since 2008, Columbia University has founded or co-founded multiple accelerator programs encompassing medical technologies, clean energy technologies, therapeutics, and digital media, providing resources to foster the development of concepts and companies that have subsequently raised more than $70M in additional funding. 
The experience building and improving these programs yielded a powerful set of insights and best practices now being leveraged to create the Columbia Lab to Market Accelerator Network (L2M) - a collective model for providing core infrastructure and resources to programs supporting early stage university teams as they move technologies forward. With core competencies from the Network, participating industry-specific programs are able to focus on the provision of expertise to scientific teams. 
The Columbia Lab to Market Accelerator Network:
· Leverages best practices and provides common processes via a shared cost model to support programs as they catalyze individual accelerator projects
· Streamlines critical core functions, such as application management, overlapping educational resources, outreach and marketing support, event planning, and networking opportunities with industry representatives and the investor community.
· Preserves each individual accelerator’s industry-specific expertise and programming while tapping core competencies from the Network.
· Invites collaboration, feedback and questions from other universities, with the goal of creating a forum for sharing information, best practices, and lessons learned.  


The Network encompasses programs across separate industries, including: 

LIFE SCIENCES | Advancing early-stage life science innovations to develop viable solutions to the most pressing unmet clinical needs
· Columbia Biomedical Technology Accelerator | BioMedX
· Translational Therapeutics Resource| TRx 
· Accelerating Cancer Therapeutics | ACT

CLEAN TECH / ENERGY | Turning clean tech innovations from academic research labs into strong, clean tech businesses	
· PowerBridgeNY 

DIGITAL MEDIA | Connecting digital media and technology companies with NYC’s universities to drive innovation, entrepreneurship, talent development and job growth
· NYC Media Lab| Combine


TO LEARN MORE, participate in a program or become a member:

Visit: http://techventures.columbia.edu/inventors/columbia-lab-market-accelerator-network  
Contact: accelerators@columbia.edu
COLUMBIA LAB TO MARKET NETWORK AT A GLANCE

Columbia Biomedical Accelerator 
The Columbia Biomedical Accelerator aims to catalyze the advancement of biomedical technologies by providing funding, education, resources and mentorship to interdisciplinary teams of clinicians, engineers, scientists and students working to develop solutions to clinical unmet needs, with the ultimate goal of bringing innovative research out of the lab to benefit society. Project support is expected to serve as a bridge to commercial investment, with awards granted to perform specific tasks needed to validate a commercial hypothesis (vs. a scientific hypothesis). 

NYC Media Lab
NYC Media Lab connects digital media and technology companies with New York City's universities to drive innovation, entrepreneurship, talent development and job growth. A public-private partnership launched by the New York City Economic Development Corporation, NYC Media Lab funds prototyping projects that foster collaboration across a range of disciplines core to the future of media, in addition to producing The Combine, an early stage accelerator for emerging media and technology startups. NYC Media Lab is built on corporate membership. Member companies participate in roundtable events on technology issues; connect with one another and with faculty, students, and other university resources; and direct prototyping projects on areas of interest to them.  

PowerBridgeNY 
PowerBridgeNY turns cleantech innovations from the academic research labs at six New York institutions (Columbia, NYU, CUNY, CornellTech, Stony Brook University, and Brookhaven National Lab) into strong, cleantech businesses. Teams are offered up to $150K to conduct 100 Customer Discovery interviews to identify their initial target market and to develop a prototype or conduct in-field testing to move the technology closer to commercialization. PowerBridgeNY conducts monthly check-ins using the NSF I-Corps/Lean LaunchPad Methodology; provides industry mentors; hosts events featuring the energy industry; subsidizes the cost of necessary services; and arranges pro bono office hours with experts in law, finance, grant writing, and more. The program is funded by the New York State Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA). 

Translational Therapeutics Resource (TRx)
The Translational Therapeutics (Trx) Resource is an accelerator program designed to leverage Columbia’s proficiency in drug discovery and provide access to industry experts with the goal of advancing novel therapeutics from the lab towards the path of commercialization. The TRx Resource provides education (5-session boot camp), mentorship (drug development team) and funding (Pilot Award) to help translational researchers reach a point of value inflection. While indication agnostic, the educational aspect of the program provides a special focus on orphan/rare diseases. 

Accelerating Cancer Therapeutics (ACT) 
Accelerating Cancer Therapeutics (ACT) is an accelerator program designed to leverage Columbia’s proficiency in drug discovery and provide access to entrepreneurs and the pharmaceutical industry to advance novel cancer therapeutics from the lab towards the path of commercialization and clinical implementation.  The program will provide education, mentorship and funding to help academic translational research projects move beyond the “valley of death” in therapeutic development and reach significant milestones. A key goal of this program is to accelerate translation of novel medical discoveries in cancer from the lab to the clinic by positioning the technology for commercialization. 
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